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Profound Divrei Torah culled from the writings of the
Gaon and Mekubal Rav Shimshon Chaim ben Rav Nachman Michoet Nachmeni zy'a,
author of Sefer Zera Shimshon on Chumash and Toldos Shimshon on Pirkei Avos,
who promised that all who study his words will be blessed with an abundance of good, wealth
and honor, and will merit to see children and grandchildren thriving around their table.
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For What Purpose Was the
Gold Created
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A river issues forth from Eden to water the
garden, and from there it divides and becomes
four headwaters. The name of the firstis Pishon;
this is the one that encircles the whole land of
Chavilah, where the gold is. And the gold of this

land is good; crystal and the shoham stone are
there as well.

The Midrash 21012 discusses this gold which the Torah
describes to be 'good'. WP w1 KR .11 210 KN YIRN 200
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.12%m 'And the gold of this land is good'. Reish Lakish
said: The world was not worthy of utilizing gold. And why,
then, was it created? For the sake of the Bais Hamikdash,
as it states, 'And the gold of this land is good', and 'good'
refers to the Bais Hamikdash, as it states, 'This good
mountain and the Lebanon'.

We need to understand why Reish Lakish felt that 'the
world was not worthy of utilizing gold' and thus 'there was
seemingly no reason for the gold to be created'. It cannot
be that his reasoning was due to the fact that gold is so
costly and thus exclusive and elite, for if so, how much
more should he have stated his words in regard to precious
stones which are even more costly and thus so much more
exclusive, and the Torah clearly declares that land to

possess as well.
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The Gemara in Chagigah -y 1) discusses the light that
Hashem created on the first day of creation, which the
Torah tells us that 'Hashem saw was good'. n”72pn 812w IR
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.210 - The light that hashem created on the first day, man
could use to survey everything from one end of the world
to the other. However, after Hashem looked at the
Generation of the Flood and the Generation of the Tower
and saw that their deeds were wicked, He proceeded to
hide it from them, as it says, 'And light was withheld from
the wicked'. And for whom did He hide this light? For the
righteous people in the future, as it says, 'Hashem saw that
the light was good'; and 'good' refers to none other than
the righteous person, as it says, 'Say of the righteous person
that he is good'.

We learn from this Gemara that anything that is inherently
'good' can be utilized only by the righteous, for only they
are worthy of benefiting from the ultimate 'good', and
therefore anything that is truly 'good' must be hidden away
and reserved for the World to Come, when the righteous
will be able to enjoy it.
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Accordingly, we can understand why Reish Lakish said
that the world was not worthy of utilizing gold, for the
Torah clearly tells us that the 'gold of this land is good'.

Furthermore, because light is essentially made up of
spiritual matter, therefore we can understand why it was
created and then set aside for the World to Come which
will be an entirely spiritual world. Gold, on the other hand,
because it is a physical being, if it cannot be utilized in this
physical world, it is difficult to understand why it was
created to be put aside and retained for an entirely spiritual
world; and thus Reish Lakish concludes, 'And why, then,
was the gold created'?

Reish Lakish therefore explains that the gold was indeed
created to be used and enjoyed in this physical world, for
although the Torah describes the gold as 'good', nevertheless
the Bais Hamikdash as well was described as 'good', and
how worthy and proper it is for the gold that is 'good' to
be used and utilized in the Bais Hamikdash that is 'good'.
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Why Noach Actually Didn’t Pray
on Bebalf of Mankind
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And Hashem said “I will blot out Man whom I created
from the face of the earth... for I have reconsidered My

having made them”. And Noach found grace in the eyes
of Hashem.

The Midrash ¢x v 17 tells us that Noach merited to be rescued
from the flood only due to the grace that he found in the eyes
of Hashem, and says as follows. o’nowy »3 *nnn»1 7
TN R3NW ROR ,°NTI 77N K2 0NN 1 NWIW NI 12°9R NI
/N PV N R3D N3 INRIW N eyl - When reading
the two Pesukim together, it reads; ‘for I have
reconsidered My having made them and Noach’.
This implies that even Noach, the only man who
survived the flood, was not worthy of being
rescued, but was saved only because he found
grace in the eyes of Hashem, as it is stated, ‘And
Noach found grace in the eyes of Hashem’. This
motion to rescue Noach, not due to his worthiness
rather due to his finding grace in the eyes of
Hashem, is hard to comprehend, as this doesn’t
seem to be morally correct, for innocence and guilt
depends only on the litigant’s actions and not on
his finding grace in the eyes of the judge.

Additionally the Midrash 117 tells us;n1 1908
TNYY 1”0 ND3W RYR RTI PNW RY 0NN 1 NYIY
121 110 TnyY nwn - Even Noach, who remained
from them, was not spared because he was worthy,
but because Hashem foresaw that Moshe was
destined to arise from him. This too needs to be
explained, for why was it specifically Moshe’s
merit which saved Noach more than the merit any
other righteous descendants of Noach.
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The Zohar @y o) tells us; v Pnn1 Ry R 2121 K1 1AWT 772 IORT 11D
J7280R1 802y - After Hashem informed Noach that he and his children
would be rescued, he didn’t pray on behalf of the rest of mankind and
therefore they were all destroyed. The Gemara in Taanis "y ») says
the following in regards to one who behaves in this manner. 012
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X NNNII DR YR WPDW 1T 219D DININY TWRI 2V 17T 19 - At a time
when the people of Israel are steeped in distress and one of them
separated himself from the community and does not share in their
pain, the two ministering angels who accompany a person come and
place their hands on his head, and they say; “This person who has
separated himself from the community, shall not witness the
consolation of the community when they are delivered from their
affliction”.
Nevertheless, the Zohar continues and says; 21 %y g8 .77 227 R
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.1wnd - Rav Yehudah said, although Noach was indeed
righteous, he wasn’t able to pray for the wellbeing
of the rest of mankind, for as we see, when Moshe
prayed on behalf of the Jewish people he prayed
on their behalf in the merit of their forefathers,
Avroham Yitzchak and Yaakov, but Noach, who
didn’t have anyone in whose merit he was able to
pray on behalf of mankind, was indeed not able
to pray on their behalf.
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We can now understand both Midrashim ever so
beautifully. After Hashem informed Noach that
he and his children were to be rescued from the
flood, and yet he didn’t pray on behalf of the rest
of mankind, he was guilty of ‘separating himself
from the community, and not sharing in their pain’,
and thus was supposed to be punished in ‘not
being delivered from the affliction’. Thus, the
Midrash says, ‘that even Noach, the only man who
survived the flood, was not worthy of being
rescued’.
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Nevertheless Noach ‘found grace in the eyes of
Hashem’, when ‘Hashem foresaw that Moshe was
destined to arise from him’. For Noach’s
descendant, Moshe, brought Noach’s innocence
to light, because from Moshe we see that one can
only pray on behalf of others when they have the merit of others to
invoke on their behalf. Therefore, Noach who didn’t have anyone’s
merit to invoke, was not guilty for not praying on behalf of mankind,
and was therefore worthy of being delivered from the affliction and

to be rescued from the flood.
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